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On 1st April we opened our Day Care 
Centre for the underprivileged and 
disadvantaged Dalit children in Goa. 
Our aim is to provide medical 
attention, food, education, vocational 
training and with it the chance to 
change their entire future. 

We opened the Day Care Centre in 
Margao as this commercial city 
(situated in the south of Goa) is 
where the main railway passes 
through, bringing with it countless 
migrants. The children of these 
migrant families wander around the 
streets begging and working for 
measly sums of money, usually only 
to satisfy their parents alcohol 
addictions. Others pass their time 
sniffing solvents or getting into 

trouble with shop owners and the 
police. They have no access to any 
education or proper healthcare and do 
not even posses a birth certificate as 
their parents are unaware of the need 
to register their children. 

We have seen so many of the Dalit 
children suffering and wanted to help 
them by setting up this Centre so they 
can come and learn how to read and 
write, play and have fun together.  

We will help any child who is in 
distress or at risk irrespective of their 
background or religion. At present 21 
to 25 children attend each day, all with 
an eager desire to learn. 

In our next update we look forward to 
sharing some of their stories with you. 
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Dear Friends, 
Greetings from India!  
Firstly, our exciting news, we are delighted to announce that Alison gave birth to our gorgeous baby girl, Abigail 
Cecile, on Wednesday 13th May weighing 7lb 1oz. Alison and Abigail are both doing well. 
 
We want to take this opportunity to thank you again for your prayers and support for our ministry in India. God 
continues to be faithful in supplying all of our project needs as we continue to move forward by faith to help 
transform the lives of the Dalit people. We value each one of you who are committed to stand with us in this 
work. 
We trust you will be blessed as you read the stories in this update of what God is doing. 
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club, one young girl came to us and 
asked, “Can Jesus speak our 
language?” We answered, “Yes and 
He knows all the languages of rest of 
the world too.” She then explained 
the difficulties she is facing. Her 
father has a relationship with another 
woman and because of this he is not 
taking care of her and her mother. He 
drinks alcohol every day and then 
comes home and beats them.  

After hearing one of the stories that 
Jesus can help in any situation, she 
told us that she wanted to tell Jesus 
her problems but thought that He 
would not understand her language. 
After realising that He did she was 
very happy. Please pray for her as we 
help her to learn more about Jesus. 
At present she has gone to her home 
town but she will be back soon. 
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The children’s club in the slums is 
going really well. Every day we 
see new children who have 
recently migrated to Goa. As soon 
as we reach the slum with our 
sports bags and sweets in hand, 
the parents tell their children to 
meet with us. Some of the parents 
even drop off their children which 
would never have happened 
before. The parents clearly 
recognize that there is a positive 
change in the behaviour of their 
children.  
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In our ‘Hope Club’ after playing 
with the children we tell them a 
story from the Bible and teach 
them songs. One evening after the 

Our two Vocational Tailoring Centres in Goa and in Karnataka are 
progressing well. We currently have 37 girls on the 6 months course.  

As promised, here is one of the girl’s testimonies. 

Hope where there was none: the story of Laxmi 

Laxmi is the daughter of a temple prostitute and her father worked in a 
graveyard burying the dead. After the death of her father 15 years ago, 
her mother was unable to take care of her three daughters and son and 
so decided to dedicate her two elder daughters to be Devadasis (temple 
prostitutes). At that time she was 12 years old and for that reason was 
not able to go with her sisters, but she knew that she was next in line to 
carry on the family tradition. But God had different plans for Laxmi. 
 
While a local pastor was ministering in her village he met with Laxmi 
and shared about Jesus, that he could wash all her sins away. She was 
so pleased to hear that there is a God who would forgive her that she 
gave her heart to Jesus. After this, she did not want to go to the temple 
to be a Devadasi but wanted to serve her new found living God who 
gave her hope.  
 
Laxmi does not have any education or skills, so after hearing about our 
‘Vocational Training Centre’ she approached us and asked to join. We 
took her on and she is now learning tailoring and wants to serve the 
Lord in the future.  
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Vocational Tailoring Centre:  An initiative to change the lifestyle of women  
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Thank you for all you do and please don't hesitate to contact us if we can pray for you in any way.  

Francis and Alison  
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With sponsorship from the charity AMEN in the UK we have been 
able to provide tailoring machines to 17 Dalit women. This new 
project now enables these women to earn a living. All 17 of the 
women had completed our six months tailoring course and kept asking 
us to provide them with machines but we did not have the funds. We 
thank God for AMEN who has provided us with the finance to buy the 
machines.  
 
We have given the machines under a loan system that means the 
women will eventually repay the cost by giving a small amount of 
money each month. This helps encourage them to work responsibly 
and with purpose. 
	 	

 
With the help of AMEN we have also started a ‘Computer Training 
Centre’ for young Dalit boys and girls. In the slums we meet so many 
young people who have managed to complete their education but are 
unemployed, often because they have no knowledge of computing. 
Most workplaces and companies require some kind of computer 
knowledge. The young people in the slum asked us to help teach them 
some computer skills to help them gain some experience which they 
can then use to find employment. 
 
At present there are 8 young people attending. It is a three month 
course during which time they will learn Microsoft Word, Excel, 
Power Point and how to use the Internet/e-mail.  
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